
MINI-OLYMPICS SOFTBALL TOURNAMENT

Please read these rules and circulate them to every member of your team.  They are not the same as the national rules so every player should read them, not matter how much experience of playing softball they might have.  Not knowing the rules is no excuse for being out!!!  Any questions regarding these rules should be directed to Annie Hsu ext 3493

1. a) Format - One innings per team; the innings is declared over when either 5 players are out or ten runs are scored. The final will be two innings of three outs (unlimited runs). Each team to consist of 9 players (minimum 3 women).

1. b) Venue - All matches will be played at Overton Park in Sutton. Matches will start at 6.30pm prompt.  Anyone with problems getting there should phone Annie Hsu ASAP.  

RULES
Batting 
2. a) Teams must maintain the same batting order throughout a game with at least one out of every three batters being female.

2. b) When a person is out s/he continues to bat (from the same position in the batting order) until the innings ends.

3. One run is scored for each player reaching home base after running around bases 1, 2 and 3 either in stages or all at once (a home run).

4. a) Batters will receive a maximum of 3 good pitches (strikes) from the pitcher. A strike is a pitch that describes an arc (greater than 6 feet and less than 12 feet in height) between the pitcher and batter and passes over home base between the knee and shoulder height of the batter. If 4 bad pitches (balls) are thrown before three strikes then the batter gets a walk to first base. NB - Any pitch a batter swings at counts as a strike.
4. b) A batter must advance at least to first base on hitting a pitch into fair territory. Before running the batter should drop the bat near the home base. Any batter who throws the bat will automatically be out.  This is very dangerous, especially for the backstop.

4. c) If a batter hits a pitch into foul territory s/he (and any base runners; see rule 7) cannot advance and the pitch counts as a strike. Moreover, the batter can be caught out in foul territory.

4. d.) A batter receiving 3 strikes, without hitting the ball into fair territory and advancing to first base, is out (struck out).

5. Batters can be got out by being struck out (see 4d), run out (see rule 10), tagged out (see rule 9) or caught.

Base running

6. Runners must remain on their base (i.e. touching it) until the ball is hit by the batter i.e. no stealing of bases.

7. Runners can only advance between bases on a hit into fair territory. On a hit (whether caught or not) into foul territory all runners must stay at their original bases; if they had advanced they are allowed to return to their original base without liability to be put out.

8. a) Only one person is allowed to occupy any base at one time.

8. b) If a batter receives a walk (see 4a) then any base runners forced to advance by this also walk to the next base i.e. a bases loaded walk results in one run scored.

8. c) A runner who is not forced to advance may (if they wish) stay on their base when the ball is hit into fair territory (eg a runner on second base is not forced if there is no runner on first base).

9. Runners may be tagged out between or at bases by any fielder who, holding the ball in their hand/glove, touches a runner with the ball or their hand/glove that is holding the ball. A runner must not deviate more than 5 yards from the direct line between bases in trying to avoid being tagged otherwise they are out.  Runners must not slide into bases to try to avoid being tagged. Sliding is not allowed at any point during the game.
10. When reaching (or running past) the next base the runner must touch the base. The runner is run out if the fielder on the base being run to catches the ball while any part of their body is in contact with the base.

11. If a batter hits a pitch into the air (a flyball) and is caught out in fair territory (see rule 7 for catch in foul territory) runners must return to their original bases with liability to be put out (run out or tagged). However, once the ball is caught and they have returned to their original bases (or remained there) they can advance forward as normal.

12.  a) Over-running of bases is allowed.  A runner may over-run a base whilst stopping.  As long as the runner touches the base and then returns to that base quickly without attempting to run on to the next base they are safe on their base.

12. b) Once a runner is obviously running on to the next base they are no longer safe. Before reaching halfway to the next base they may return to the original base, with risk of being tagged out, or they may continue to the next base with risk of being run out.

13.  At first base there is a safety base.  Runners intending to stop on first base must run directly to the orange part of the base (rule 12 above still applies). If a runner intends to run on to second base (or beyond) they may touch the white part of the base whilst running past.

Fielding

14. Only the pitcher is allowed to stand inside the diamond at the start of any play.

15.  Fielders are not allowed to block the path of runners between bases unless they have possession of the ball.  Base fielders should stand clear of their base to let runners past if there is no play on their base. The first base fielder should stand on the white part of the safety base and leave the orange part clear.

16. Fielders cannot get runners out by throwing the ball at the runner. See rule 9 for tagging.

17. If the fielders misfield the ball in foul territory the umpire will call the ball dead and runners may run on to the next base.

18. The umpire will declare the play over when the ball is returned to the pitcher. Thereafter no further base running is permitted until the next play starts.

Fair and Foul Territory

Points
2 points awarded for a win, 1 point for a draw. The two top teams from each heat go through to the semi-finals. If teams are equal on points, positions will be decided according to which team has the better runs per out difference. The finals will consist of two semi-finals, a third place play off and a final.  Mini-Olympics points will be awarded according to final position.

Disclaimer
The Belmont Beavers Softball club is not responsible for any injury or damage to property or players and or public, howsoever caused that occur whilst using the club’s softball equipment and or public parkland.

